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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 February 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim is not in 
proper form. The invention is the plug connector not the wind turbine. The plug 
connector of claim 1 is being used in a wind turbine. AS written, it claims a wind 
turbine, which would be considered an entirely different invention. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 5: "within" 
should be changed to - as -. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 4: "a" should 
be inserted before "second". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claim 5 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Subject matter is already 
covered in Claim 1. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 5 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing 
to set forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Evidence 
that claim 5 fails to correspond in scope with that which applicant(s) regard as the 
invention can be found in the specification that indicates that the first conductor and 
second conductor do not pass through the second bushing, and this statement indicates 
that the invention is different from what is defined in the claim 5. 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

10. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the bushing area" in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

11 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

12. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McEowen (4767181). 
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McEowen (Figures 1-3) shows a plug connector 10 having a plastic plug housing 
1 1 with a first busing for a cable 15 having a first electrical conductor and a second 
conductor (optical waveguide 20), a contact insert for the first conductor and means for 
fixing the cable in the bushing and the second conductor passing through a second 
bushing 14. The first conductor comprises a plurality of single conductors 16, 17. The 
second bushing is on a different side of the plug housing than the contact insert. The 
second conductor is fed out of the housing without interruption. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McEowen 
(4767181). 

McEowen shows all the features of this claim except its use in a wind turbine. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant 
. invention to use the plug connector in a wind turbine because a person skilled in the art 
would use or install the plug connector wherever it appears appropriate and it would 
involve only routine skill in the art. 

15. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McEowen (4767181). 
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McEowen shows all the features of these claims except the conduct insert having 
conductive sockets instead of conductive blades. Such a feature is well known in the 
art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant 
invention to use sockets instead of blades since it has been held that a mere reversal 
of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 



16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Smith (6533466), Imamura (6880982) and Hagarty et al. 
(6379166). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chandrika Prasad whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2099. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor can be reached at (571) 272-2800 ext 39. The fax number is 
(703) 872-9306. ^ ^ f) 



Conclusion 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Chandrika Prasad 
Primary examiner 
May 08, 2006 



